Theme: 
What Will it Cost Me…
Study on the Book of Malachi

Text: II Sam. 24:24
neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD 7

my God of that which doth cost me nothing.

Study No. 1 –
  
To Love God?
Mal. 1:1-6

Study 1: What Will It Cost Me to LOVE God?
Malachi 1:1-6
Study 1a: The Theme of the Text and the Times of Malachi.
II Sam. 24:24; Mal.

Study 1b: What did it Cost God to Love Us?
Mal. 1:1-5

Study 1c: What Will It Cost Us to Love God?
Mal. 1:6

Study 1a –

I.

THE Panorama of MALACHI

A.
THE Theme of the Text.

1. The Contents: 
neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD 



my God of that which doth cost me nothing.
II Sam. 24:24

2. The Context:

a. David’s Survey to find the Sum of Israel.
24:1-9

b. David’s Sin and his Smitten conscience.
24:10

c. David’s Seer Sent to him with God’s three Specified punishments.
24:11-13

d. David’s Self-confession and Solicitation not to punish his Sheep.
24:14-17; I Chr. 21:15-17

e. David Set up an altar, Sacrificed to the Lord and God Stopped the plague. 
24:18-25; I Chr. 21:18-27

f. The Site was later to be Sanctified for the building of the Temple.
I Chr. 21:28-22:2ff

g. David Said: 
“I will buy them for the full price.
I Chr. 21:24, NRSV


 
I will not take for the LORD what is yours, 



nor offer burnt offerings that cost me nothing."

3. The Contrasting Condition in Malachi’s days.

B. The Theme of Malachi.


1. Ritual is not Relationship.
1:6, 7


If then I be a Father, where is Mine honour? and if I be a Master, where is My fear? 

2. Repent and Return – Rob God no more and pay the Cost!
3:7, 8, 9


Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed Me.

3. Respond and be Remembered
3:16


A book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the LORD.


C. The Times of Malachi.

1. The Background


Intro. 
The Return from Exile – Decree of Cyrus in 538B.C.
Ezra 1:1-4 (about 100 yrs, before Malachi)



The Restoration of the Temple in 515B.C.



The Rebuilding of the Wall by Nehemiah’s team

a. The People's Attitude.

i. Influenced by the Babylonian Philosophy - expecting Material Blessings for ritualistic form.

ii. Insensible to the Spiritual and Unseen - becoming Materialistic and Money-minded.

iii. Incensed against God -
charging God for violating promises to them, e.g. Haggai & Zechariah.

· The people’s hope in God’s covenant promises had Dimmed. 

· They were Disappointed, Disillusioned and Discouraged!



7 times they asked, "In what way...?" or "Is it possible...?" “How…?”  1:2, 6, 7; 2:17 (x2); 3:7, 8

In 8 verses it was recorded: “…ye say…” “…ye said…” 
1:2, 6, 7, 12, 13; 2:14, 17; 3:7, 8, 13

In our times, can the above be translated: What does it Cost You/you…? Is it Worth for us to…?

b. The People's Aspirations.

i. Money-consideration was behind their Slip-shod Sacrifice.
1:8, 9

ii. Material blessing prompted their so-called Spiritual Service.
1:10

Why were the Jews not keen to return to Jerusalem? 
Cf. Neh. 7:4; 11:1, 2

What would it Cost them to do so? 

2. The Book.

a. Its Position in the Scriptures.

i. It is a Conclusion to the Story of Israel from 2000 – 400B.C. and just before 400 years of Silence.

ii. It is a Connection – the O.T. with the N.T. via John the Baptist.
3:1-6; 4:2 cp.  Mk. 1:2, 3

iii. It reaches to the Consummation – the Day of the Lord.
4:1-6

b. Its Pronouncement on Sin – sins denounced by Malachi were similar to those dealt with by Nehemiah.
i. Corruption and Complacency.
1:6-2:9 cf. Neh. 13:1-9

ii. Compromised marriages.
3:10-16 cf. Neh. 13:23-28

iii. Carelessness in tithing.
3:7-12 cf. Neh. 13:10-13

iv. Control (Oppression) of the poor.
3:5 cf. Neh. 5:1-5

3. The Basic Divisions:

a. The Lord's Complaints.
Chs. 1, 2

i. The Nation's Spiritual Sins.

1:1-2:9

ii. The Nation's Special Sins.

2:10-17

b. The Lord's Coming
Chs. 3, 4

i. To Deal in Judgment with Sinners.
3:1-15

ii. To Deal in Justice with Saints.
3:16-4:6

II. THE PERSON OF MALACHI

A. THE MESSENGER.

1. Malachi, the Messenger. 
Heb. Malachiah = My Messenger; or "My Angel" or "Messenger of Jehovah"

2. Malachi, the Man – or Anonymous or an Author whose name means "My Messenger" 

B. THE MESSAGE.
Mal. 1:1

1. It was a "Burden" on God's Heart.
1:1 Cf. Zech. 9:1
"Burden" = oracle (Heb. massa) from verb = to lift up; to bear a burden.
2. It was a Baring of God's Heart.

a. It laid bare His Affections for them – what it Cost God.
1:2

b. It laid bare their Attitude toward Him – they were not paying the Cost.
1:6, 7; 2:13, 17; 3:8

3. It was a Beseeching on God's Part.

a. The Personal Pronoun. Consider the use of the first person.
I (47 verses out of 55)

b. A Personal Plea.

i. Based on a Covenant Relationship.
1:2-5 cf. 4:4

ii. Based on a Close Relationship – God seeks men to walk with Him. 
Cf. 2:6
C. THE METHOD.

1. A Repeated Disputation involving three steps: 
Mal. 1:2
a. An Affirmation – I have loved you, saith the LORD. 
b. A Disputation – Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us?
c. A Refutation – Was not Esau Jacob's brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob.
2. A Repeated Declaration -Ye say... 



See #A.1a. (iii) above
Study No. 1b -
What Did it Cost God to Love Us?
Wherein hast thou loved us?

Malachi 1:1-5
III. The Problems in Malachi:
A. What Did it Cost You, O God, to love us?

Mal. 1:2-5

1. The Declaration 
- "I have loved you"
1:2

a. God’s Sovereign Choice of Israel in His Love for them.
Deut.  4:37; 7:6-9
b. God’s Stated Conditions for Israel’s blessings.
Deut. 7:9-15
c. Israel to Show this love in their Conduct towards God.
Deut. 6:4-9

2. The Disputation 
- And ye say, "WHEREIN hast thou loved us?"
1:2
a. Israel's Irritation - Insensible to the justice of God: considering themselves unjustly treated.

b. Israel's Insolence - Insensible to their own sinfulness.

c. Israel's Ingratitude - Insensible to the Love of God.

3. The Demonstration  
-  "I have loved you"
cp. Deut. 10:15; 32:9,10,12; Isa. 41:8; 43:4]
Or This is what it Cost Me to Love You, O Israel!
a. The Question  -

1:2, 3

i. The Question God asked: 
"Was not Esau Jacob's brother, yet...?" 



"I loved Jacob, but I hated Esau"  


ii. The Question We may ask: 
  How could God say this?
1:2, 3 cp. Rom. 9:13

· Esau was rejected, and Jacob selected.

· Esau was to be Judged, and Jacob Justified.   
Jer. 49:17; Eze. 25:13, 14; Amos 1:11, 12

· It is a Declaration in Hebraism – the negative to supply the want of the comparative.
· It is the Doctrine of God-Determinism (Election)
Cf. Rom. 9:14, 15
· It is a Divine act of Grace, as seen in Propitiation and Adoption.
Jn. 15:13; I Jn. 4:10; 3:1

b. The Illustration.

1:3, 4
i. Edom was laid Waste and became a Wilderness.

ii. Edom would be Well-known for its Wilderness.

Jer. 49:17

c. The Conclusion.

1:5

Judah would yet be God's People, Prosper and be to God's Praise.


Cf. What it cost God to Love us.

Rom. 8:32

Study No. 1c -
What Will It Cost Us to Love God?
A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master:

Malachi 1:6


Cf. We love Him, because He first loved us.
 I Jn. 4:19

Intro. : 
It involves Giving God His Due Honour 
- as a Son giving Honour to his Father.


It involves Giving God His Due Fear
- as a Servant fearing his Master.



When we fail to pay the Cost it is tantamount to Despising God's Name?




O priests, that despise My name.

Mal. 1:6c

B. What will it Cost Us to Love God?


Mal. 1:6 


1. Respect God just as we would Honour our Father.

1:6a


A son honoureth his father…if then I be a Father, where is Mine honour?

a. Their Failure to Respect (Honour) God as Father. 
Note: "Honour" (Heb. "kaboid" = glory)

b. Their Failed Role as Priests to give God Glory. 
Ct. 2:2 cf. I Pet. 2:9

i. The Comparison: God was like a Father to Israel.
Exo. 4:22; Isa. 63:16; 64:8; cf. Hos. 11:1

ii. The Conduct: A Son would honour his father.

Exo. 20:12

iii. The Condemnation: A Son would be stoned for disobedience. 
Deut. 21:18-21

iv. The Curse: They were Cursed (for breaking the Covenant). 
Mal. 2:2

v. The “Corruption”: They would be "corrupted" by their own offal.
Mal. 2:3

2. Revere God just as we would Fear our Master.

1:6b

A servant his master…and if I be a Master, where is My fear?
1:13, 6, 7
Note: Both Love and Fear appeared in God’s Covenant with Israel.
Deut. 6:5 cf. 13

3. The Resultant irreverence:


1:6c

They Despised and Dishonoured God's Name.
2:8, 9; 2:2 ct. 3:16

.
4. But Reflect on the Majestic Respect for God's Name in Prospect by other nations.

a. Jehovah's Name will be Magnified  -  "The Lord is Great"
1:11, 6, 14

b. Jehovah's Name will be Glorified by those who Fear Him.
2:2, 5 cf. 3:16-18
Conclusion: 
What Will it Cost Us to Love God?


If ye love me, keep my commandments.
Jn. 14:15

Theme: 
What Will it Cost Me…
Text: II Sam. 24:24
neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD 


my God of that which doth cost me nothing.

Study No. 2a -
To Live For God ?
Malachi 1:7-14
Study 1: What Will It Cost Me to LOVE God?
Malachi 1:1-6
Study 2: What Will It Cost Me to LIVE for God –
Mal. 1:7-3:7

Study 2a: To Offer Burnt Offerings unto the Lord?
Mal. 1:7-2:9


Study 2b: Not to Deal Treacherously with God’s Law?
Mal. 2:10-3:7

· Do not deal Treacherously with Weeping Wives.
2:10-16

· Do not Weary God with Treacherous Words.
2:17

· The Lord will soon mete out Justice and Judge Treachery.
3:1-6

· Do Repent and Return to God.
3:1-7

Study No. 2a -
To Offer Burnt offerings unto the Lord

Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar
Malachi 1:7-2:9
A. The Missing Essential
Mal. 1:7

1. The Practice was Pursued 
- Ye offer

1:7

2. The Place was Proper


- upon Mine altar

1: 7 

3. But the Procedure was Polluted
Cp. Isa. 1:13-15; 29:13; Jer. 6:20; Amos 5:21-27

a. The Gift without the Giver is bare.
Cp. II Cor. 8:5

b. What God does not Authorise, He will Reject; What God cannot Approve, He will not Accept.

B. The Main complaints Enunciated
Mal. 1:7, 8

1. The Charge.

1:7
a. Re: their Actions - what they did:
Ye offer polluted bread
i. "Polluted" (Heb. megoal) has primarily a ritual meaning (Ezra 2:62, excluded as unclean).

ii. “Polluted” primarily by the offerer’s attitude of mind, and secondarily by ritual imperfections

b. Re: their Accusations - what they said:
The table of the Lord is contemptible.
1:7 ct. 1:12

i. They were faithful to their Religious Rite, but their Person was not there.


Jer. 6:20 ct. II Cor. 8:5; II Tim. 3:5

ii. It had become a Routine - the Privilege was taken for granted.

iii. It had become a Reject - no Priority was given.

c. Re: their Attitudes - ... is it not evil?


1:8a
i. "Ye offer the blind for sacrifice" – it was Cheaper!
} ct. Lev. 22:18, 19, 20-24 

ii. "Ye offer the lame and sick" – they won’t Cost much!
}       Deut. 15:21

2. The Contempt


a. The People's Contempt: the table of the Lord and its food is contemptible. 
1: 7, 12

b. The Lord's Contempt - Therefore have I also made you contemptible.
2:9
3. The Comparison – the Injunction and the Irony.
1:8b cf. Deut. 15:19, 21

If ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? 

Offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts.
C. The Ministers Exhorted
Mal. 1:9-11

1. The Call to Repentance

That He will be gracious unto us 

Cf. Hos. 14:1, 2; I Jn. 1:9

2. The Confession unto Restoration.
by your means; will He regard your persons?
1:9 cf. Pro. 18:16

3. The Challenge to stop the Rot.
1:10 cp. Isa. 1:11-15

a. Shut the Doors

b. Stop the Sacrifice - such offerings give no Pleasure to God.


cf. Lev. 1:5; 3:2; 4:24, 29
4. God's Character (Name) will still be Revered.
1:11
a. The Worship will be Universal and Spontaneous 
Ct. Their Worship was Unwilling and Stingy.   

b. The Worship will be Untainted and Sanctified.
Ct. Their Worship was Unctuous and Shoddy.  

D. Their Meanness Enlarged. 
Ye also said...
Mal. 1:12-14


1. Intellectual Pride looks down on Divine Ways. 
sniffed 
1:12, 13a
2. Spiritual Poverty makes them bring in the Wayward (Sacrifices) 
1:13b
3. Hypocritical Pretense does not match Action with Words - voweth and sacrificeth 
1:14
a. Compare David who would not sacrifice to God anything that cost him nothing.
II Sam. 24:24

b. Contrast Ananias and Sapphira who professed to give all yet kept back something.  Acts 5:1-11

E. God’s Message Emphasized.
O ye priests, His commandment is for you.
Mal. 2:1-9

1. The Warning Stated.

2:1-4a
a. “Set your Heart to Honour God’s Name or have your blessings cursed.”
2:2, NIV

b. “Your Faces will be covered with the offal (Faeces?) of your Festival sacrifices 


And you will Flow off with it. You will know that this is From Me.”
2:3, 4a, NIV

2. The Way as Shown by Levi.
That my covenant might with Levi
2:4b-7
a. Their Commendation:  The Levites were in Awe of [God's] Name.
2:5, NIV

· They gave God His due Reverence – he feared Me. (Fear)
2:5b cf. 1:6; Deut. 28:58

· They gave God His due Respect – afraid before My Name. (Honour)
2.5c cf. 1:6

b. The Illustration:  Phineas saving Israel from the plague.
Num. 25:8-13

c. Their Occupation: 
he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts.
2:6, 7

i.   priest was to talk truth in Purity – The law of truth was in his mouth,



ii. A priest was to walk in Peace and Equity – he walked with Me in peace and equity,



iii. A priest was to turn many away from Iniquity – did turn many away from iniquity.
iv. A priest was to demonstrate Spirituality – knowledge…the law
v. 7

3. The Wrongs Specified. 
ye are departed out of the way;
2:8, 9
a. They have Caused many to Commit wrongs in the law.

b. They have Corrupted the Covenant of Levi.

c. They are Contemptible for Choosing only to obey laws Convenient to them.
2:9 

Conclusion: What does it cost us to be spiritual, royal and holy priests?


Cf. I Pet. 2:5, 9

Study No. 2b -
Not to Deal Treacherously with God’s Law?

Judah hath dealt treacherously 
Malachi 2:10-3:7
A. Do not deal Treacherously with The Weeping Wives   


Intro. The three questions:
Mal. 2:10
(1)
Have we not all one Father?
The Father to Whom honour should be given?
Cf. 1:6

(2)
Hath not God created us?
Israel was to be a distinct people on the earth.
cf. Amos 3:2

(3) 
Why do we profane the covenant of our fathers by breaking faith with one another? Mal. 2:10b, NIV
1. The Charge of Unfaithfulness.
Mal. 2:11-16a

a. Illegal Intermarriage – it was marriage with the daughter of a foreign god.
2:11, 12

i. Such unfaithfulness was Abominable to the covenant-people of Israel. 
2:11a

ii. This profaning of divine Holiness was Abhorrent to God.
2:11b

iii. The guilty would be cut off; their offering would be no more Acceptable.
2:12

b. Detestable Divorce.
2:13-16a

i. The Cost of their Sin.

2:13

· The Wives of the divorced covering (lit. flooding) the altar with tears?

· The Wailing of the men who married pagans because their offerings were no more acceptable?

ii. The Commitment of the Sin. They asked “Wherefore?” – “Why?”
2:14a

· The Lord was Witness to the Marriage Covenant.
2:14b

· The Wife of their youth was still their life-long Companion.
2:14:c

· It was God Who made the two one to Complement each other.
2:15a cf. Gen. 2:24

· God sought a godly Seed.
2:15b cf. Gen 17:7

· So does His Spirit for a united testimony.
Cf. Eph. 4:3

iii. No Covering up for their sin.
2:16a

2. The Charge to Faithfulness.
Mal. 2:16b

a. Negatively – God Detests Divorce – Do not Deal treacherously.  2:16a, NIV; Cf. Deut. 24:1-4; Mt. 19:7-9

b. Positively – Take heed to your spirit.

2:16b

B. Do not Weary God with treacherous Words – Wherein have we wearied Thee?
Mal. 2:17

1. The Lord Stated His Charge
- Ye have wearied the Lord with your words
2:17a


Their Profession is Superficial; Practice Supercilious; Pretense Superfluous.

2. The People Stubbornly Refuted the Charge - In what way have we wearied Him?
2:17b

a. Their Refusal to Accept God's Word.

b. Their Rejection of God's Ways.

c. Their Reiteration of their Wherein?
3. The Lord Substantiated His Charge.
- When ye say...
2:17c


A False Assessment…

a. Regarding Self – they could afford to be Careless – Every one that doeth evil is good
b. Regarding the Surrounding Circumstances – Where is the God of justice? 
NIV

i. They got their Priorities Wrong

ii. They Wondered at the Prosperity of the surrounding nations.

iii. Providence favoured the Wicked – where is the God of justice?
NIV

iv. There was no Profit being holy and separate from the World.

Conclusion: Before we charge God as being unfair, we must first look at ourselves, and not at others; 

then, we should leave it to God to work out His Plans according to His own good time and in accordance to His best Purpose for us.

C. The Lord  will soon mete out Justice and Judge treachery
Mal. 3:1-6

1. The Coming of the Messenger.
Mal. 3:1a

a The Prophet – the Lord’s Messenger – “Malachi”? - John Baptist.
  Cf. Matt. 11:7-10; Lk. 1:17
b His Purpose – to prepare the way for the Messenger of the Covenant.
Cf. Isa. 40:3; cf. Jn. 1:23

2. The Coming of the Messenger of the Covenant
Mal. 3:1b-5

a His identification – the Lord 
3:1

b Their expectation – Whom ye seek…whom ye delight
3:1 but ct. 3:7

c Their actual Situation – they needed to return to God first.
Cf. 3:7 [See #3 below]

d His intention – to Purge, Purify, Sanctify Levi; Rectify and Restore Judah.
3:2-5

e His indignation – to Judge all the wrongs in the nation.
3:5 

3. The Covenant Promises will be Met.
Mal. 3:6 cf. Jer. 31:31-37
a The Lord’s covenant with Abraham and Jacob is Unilateral and Unconditional.

b The Lord is Unchangeable – He is the I am.


c The Lord’s people will be Unharmed.

D. Do Repent and Return to God
Mal. 3:7

1. God Charges Israel 
– ye are gone away
Hence, a need to Return 
Mal. 3:7 cf. Hos. 11:7
a. Israel has not Changed.


3:7a cf. 3:6c

i. Their fathers were Stubborn at Sinai even from the beginning.
Exo. 32:7-9

ii. They were Stiff-necked and Strong-minded (Rebellious) all the way.
Deut. 9:6-8, 13, 23-24

iii. Now they had Strayed from God’s Ordinances and had not Obeyed them.
3:7b

b. Israel must heed the Call to repent and return.
3:7c

2. Israel Challenges God 
– Wherein shall we return?
3:7d
a. They Pleaded ignorance 
– No, they did not know that they had even strayed!

b. They Put up a pretense 
– No, they did not even know why and how to return!

3. God Calls to mind what Israel has done:

a. Their Departure from God's Word 
– Ye have caused many to stumble
2:8 cf. 3:7a

b. Their Disobedience – Ye have not kept my ways.
2:9 cf. I Sam. 15:22

c. Their Discrimination – Ye have been partial in the law
2:9

d. Their Deception –why do we deal treacherously?
2:10

e. Their Depravity – Judah hath profaned the holiness of the LORD
2:11a; cf. 1:7ff; 2:11

f. Their Displaced Love – and hath married the daughter of a foreign god
2:11b

g. Their Degeneration
– the wife of thy youth… thou hast dealt treacherously:
2:14 cf. Jer. 2:11

And yet they asked, "Wherein shall we return?"

They must pay the Cost and return to God, thus making it possible for God to return to them.

Theme: 
What Will it Cost Me…
Text: II Sam. 24:24
neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD 


my God of that which doth cost me nothing.

Study No. 3
To Look for His Coming?
Malachi 3:8-4:5
By K.C. Ung

Nov. 16 –
Study 1: What Will It Cost Me to LOVE God?
Malachi 1:1-6
Nov. 17 – 
Study 2: What Will It Cost Me to LIVE for God?
Malachi 1:7-3:7
Nov. 18 – 
Study 3: What Will It Cost Me to LOOK for His Coming?
Malachi 3:8-4:5

Study 3a: Pay the Cost of Tithing and Prosper.
Mal. 3:8-12


Study 3b: Stop Speaking Stout Words 
Mal. 3:13-18


Study 3c: The Sun is Rising and the Son is Returning.
Mal. 4:1-5

Study No. 3a -
 Pay the cost of Tithing and Prosper

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse
Malachi 3:8-12
1. The Charge:


Yet ye have robbed Me.
Mal.  3:8

a. The Dialogue.
v. 8 is the answer to the question in v. 7

i. The Inquiry 
- Wherein shall we return?
Mal. 3:7
ii. The Interrogation 
- Will a man rob God?
3:8a
iii. The Impossibility?   
- Yet YE have robbed ME.
3:8b

iv. The Insolence! 
- Wherein have we robbed Thee? - Absconding or Abstaining? 
3:8c

v. The Indignation.
- In tithes and offerings.
3:8d

b. The Defrauding

i. Saying Something, and yet Sacrificing some other thing.
1:14

ii. "Lipping" the Covenant of Levi, and yet not Living up to it.
2:8

iii. Promised to Jehovah and yet Predisposed to adultery.
2:11

iv. Observing the Letter of the Law and yet not Obeying its Spirit.
2:13

2. The Confirmation (Evidence)
In tithes and offerings
Mal.  3:8b

· Tithes - God is the real Owner of everything that people "have".  




Lev. 27:30-33; Num. 18:21-32; Deut. 14:22-27; Deut. 14:28-29; 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Offerings - God Who claims and has made them His people is worthy of receiving gifts. 

a. The Principle
Of all that thou shalt give me, I will surely give the tenth unto thee.           Gen. 27:22

The basic Principles of Tithing given to Israel according to Law. 

See above.

Ct. The Principles of Giving given to the Church according to Love.

i. Established before the Law.

Cp. Gen. 14:20  (1st. occ.) cf. Heb. 7:4

ii. Executed in Love.

Cf. II Cor. 8:8-12

iii. Extended to Living.

Cf. II Cor. 8:5

b. The Proportion.

the tenth
Gen. 28:22   

i. According to God's Prospering of him – as God hath prospered him
I Cor. 16:1


ii. According as he has Purposed – as he purposed in his heart.
II Cor. 9:7


Cf. 
David Paying the Price: No, but I will buy them from you for a price; 


I will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God that cost me nothing.
II Sam. 24:24, NRSV

iii. According to the Period appointed – upon the first day of the week, let...
I Cor. 16:1

3. The Curse.


ye are cursed with a curse
Mal.  3:9

a. It is the Last Resort.

i. God's Instruction Rejected.
Cp. 2:2

ii. God's Intention Related: 
Blessing, not Blight.
Deut. 28:1-14 cp. vv. 15-48



Benediction, not Malediction
Isa. 55:2; Hag. 1:6, 7

b. It is a Necessary Retribution because of...

i. Outrageous Robbery
robbed Me
ii. Open Rebellion
even this whole nation
4. The Challenge.
Bring all... and test Me now
Mal. 3:10-12 cf. Deut. 11:13-15
a. Bring – A Call ...  i) to Obey;
ii) to Offer all;
iii) to Observe   - test Me now
b. The Blessing -  "open windows of heaven" cf. “throw open the floodgates of heaven”, NIV

Cf. Gen. 7:11; Exo. 16:4; Lk. 3:21, 22; Acts 7:55; Acts 10:11
i. Abiding Blessing Promised.

Cf. Psa. 72:5

ii. Added Blessing… And all nations shall call you blessed.
vv. 11, 12 cf. Zech. 8:11-14

Study No. 3b -
     Stop Speaking Stout Words

Your words have been stout against Me  
Malachi 3:13-18

1. The Divine Assertion:
Your words have been stout against Me
Mal.  3:13a

a. The Impenitence of their Words.
- stout/harsh


i. They reflect an Insult - an aggravated insult.
Cf. 2:17; 3:15

ii. They reflect Incorrigibility - one bent on backsliding  
ct.  Hos. 2:7

b. The Insidiousness of their Words
- against Me
Ct. 3:16

c. The Insipidness of their Words

- Ye have wearied the Lord with your words
Ct. Psa. 19:14
i. Wearing out Jehovah with their Words – Wearied, lit. = gasped 
ii. Wearing out Jehovah with their Ways.
Isa.  43:24, 25 cf. Amos 5:21-23
2. The People’s Antagonism:
What (Wherein) have we spoken against Thee?
Mal. 3:13b-15

a. Their Refusal to Admit.
- What have we spoken against Thee?
3:13b, 14

b. Their Rebellion and Acidity.
- What was wrong with what we have said?
c. They Rejected God and cast Aspersions.
3:14, 15

i. An Indication of their Backslidden Condition.

· God's Work: too Difficult 
- no Dedication
-They were Motivated wrongly.

· God's Word: too Dry
- no Desire
- They were Materialistic.

· God's Walk: too Demanding
- no Delight
- They were Mournful.

ii. An Insinuation against God's Character.
3:15

· The Proud were “happy” (Arrogant), but they were Abject.
NIV

· The Perverse were "set up" (Prosper), but they had no Profit.
NIV

· The Presumptuous were delivered (Escaped) - but they were Entrapped.
NIV

ALL IN VAIN! BUT THE LORD IS COMING (3:16-4:6)

3. The Remnant’s Allegiance:
"They that feared the Lord"
Mal. 3:16-18

a. There will be a Remnant – they were not Treacherous; they were God’s Treasure!
3:17a

They Venerate the Lord, Communicate with one another, and Meditate upon His Name.
3:16a

b. They will be Remembered/Recorded – the Lord Heard and Hearkened to them.
3:16b

c. They will be Rewarded – being His Precious Possession, under His Personal Protection. 
3:17

d. Then they will Realise and will be able to...
"ye" 
3:18 ct. they (16, 17)

i. Discern between the Righteous and the Wicked.

ii. Determine who actually are serving Him and who are not.

iii. Decide whether God has been fair and righteous all the while.

Be ready for the Sun Rising and the Son Returning!

Study No. 3c -
The Sun is Rising and the Son is Returning

unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise 
 Malachi 4:1-6

1. The Day of Retribution:  behold the day cometh that shall burn like an oven…
4:1

a. It is the day when the proud and the wicked will burn.
4:1, 3
b. It is the great and dreadful day of the LORD.
4: 5; Joel 2:31

c. It is the Day of the Lord – the day when the Son returns.
Zech. 14:1-7

2. The Day when the Sun of Righteousness Rises:
4:2

a. With Healing for those who Fear His Name.

b. For the Hurt, they will be Free like calves released from the stall.
4:2, NIV

3. The Day of Repentance: Remember (Recall and obey) the law of Moses.
4:4

4. The Day of Restoration: Elijah will accomplish this.
4:5, 6 cf. Lk. 1:17; Mt. 17:11; Rev. 11:6a

Conclusion: There will be no more Curse!
Cf. 4:6c ct. Gen. 3:14. See Rev. 22:3
ALL WILL BE PUT RIGHT! 

THE MESSENGER OF THE COVENANT IS RETURNING TO REIGN IN RIGHTEOUSNESS! 

All Will have to pay the Cost!
